Richard Milne is a sociologist of science, technology and medicine. Richard’s interests are in
the interface between science and the public, particularly around how scientists and members
of the public engage with controversial scientific topics and the possible futures created by
new science and technology. This includes a focus on the social and ethical challenges
associated with scientific advance — something that he has explored in relation to
biotechnology, ageing and dementia, and latterly genomics, big data and medical applications
of artificial intelligence. His research, drawing on qualitative, ethnographic and quantitative
approaches, has been published widely in both social science and biomedical journals,
reflecting a commitment to engaging with interdisciplinary audiences.

Richard has a long-held commitment to interdisciplinary research and collaboration, exploring
how the social sciences can cast light on the complex interconnections of science and social
life. He received his PhD in Science and Technology Studies from University College
London, where he was based in the interdisciplinary Institute for Human Genetics and Health.
This innovative PhD program offered social and natural scientists the opportunity to spend
time studying and working in another field. It has formed the basis for Richard’s long-term
commitment to developing an interdisciplinary program of work. In subsequent posts at the
University of Cambridge, the University of Sheffield and on secondment at the PHG
Foundation health policy think tank he conducted qualitative and ethnographic research in
neuroscience and sensory science laboratories and led work on ethical, legal and social
implications of major European research programs around Alzheimer’s disease.
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